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Aprende Leyendo
Changing children’s lives in Colombia through the power of literacy 
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World Literacy Foundation (WLF) s a global non-profit 
organization working to ensure every child regardless of their 
location or socioeconomic background, acquires literacy skills to 
reach their full potential at school and beyond.  

When a child is confident to read and write they become empowered 
and can engage in lifelong learning to access better opportunities 
in life. Literacy provides the foundation that every child needs to 
bring their skills and talents to the world, express their creativity 
and contribute to a more equal society.

You can make a life-long difference 
to children in need of urgent 

literacy support.

About us



3

Since 2014, the World Literacy Foundation have provided free books, 
digital literacy resources (Dingo App) and supportive reading groups 
to children living in poverty in Colombia through Aprende Leyendo 
program. 

“In the reading group, they teach the vowels and 
letters of the alphabet. We do exercises and learn 
words in the activity books. They also read funny 
stories to me and I learn from them. I want to be 
there every week, it’s the best!”

– Dariana, 8 years old.

About us



1 in 5 people
in the world
cannot read

or write.

Reading aloud 
is widely 

recognised 
as the single 

most important 
activity leading 

to literacy 
acquisition. 

Young women 
account for 
59 percent 
of the total 

illiterate youth 
population.

Children with as 
few as 25 books 

in the home 
complete an 

average of two 
more years of 
schooling than 
those with no 

books.

By age 3, children 
from low-income 

families may 
hear 30 million 

fewer words 
than their more 
affluent peers.
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To raise global literacy 
standards 

To provide free access 
to quality education 
materials 
  
To implement innovative 
solutions that target 
wide-scale illiteracy 

To encourage lifelong 
learning and a love of 
reading  

116,740
children and families have 

accessed our services

91,037
books distributed

 

352
million people reached 

through mainstream media, 
advocacy events and social 

media

20,050
Volunteer hours donated to 

our projects

Our Goals Our Global 
Impact in 2020 
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In 2014, we established our first reading group for children living 
in deprived areas in Manizales. Today, we have expanded to new 
communities across Colombia to bring a safe space for:    

• Literacy support to children facing difficulties to learn to 
read and write.

• Parent mentoring to encourage them to become their 
child first teacher.

• Books and literacy packs distribution for low-income 
families. 

• Learning English as a second language by implementing 
Dingo App.

MANIZALES 

BOGOTÁ 

COMUNIDAD DE JASAICHAO,

LA GUAJIRA 

BUENAVENTURA

Our Program in Colombia 
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940+ 
children and parents 
accessed our services

Local Impact in 2020 
1,170+

 free books and 
literacy packs 
distributed 

60+ 
reading sessions 

facilitated

450
 volunteer hours 
donated to our 

projects

150+
eBooks and digital 

activities created for 
Dingo App

“I have two children aged 4 and 2. I bring my child every week to the reading 
club at Aprende Leyendo. I always wanted to be a teacher, but I got pregnant 
at 16, so my plans changed. Now I have become a volunteer to read fun stories 
to my son and the other kids, I teach them new words, and I plan writing 
exercises for them, somehow, I have become their teacher. I feel so happy to 
be part of this beautiful initiative, thank you for creating this program in my 
community.”

-Natalia, mom and read-aloud volunteer.

https://youtu.be/E289OfJW1PE
https://youtu.be/i4P4YBMWIZE
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Reading club
Every week, children join our reading group where we 
read fun stories together, practice writing exercises 
and share a meal.  These groups are focused around 
having fun whilst the children learn.

Literacy packs
Every six months, we distribute our literacy packs full 
of books, notebooks, colors, and pencils to encourage 
children to continue learning with their families from 
home.

Dingo App
Our digital learning tool enables us to reach children 
in remote communities where internet connection and 
educational resources are scarce. We bring children a 
wide collection of e-books, audiobooks and literacy 
games in both Spanish and English.  

Aprende Leyendo Programs:
English Club
We host English lessons during school holidays to 
encourage children to learn English as a second 
language. We welcome international volunteers 
who are native English speakers and are looking for 
a cultural experience in Colombia while they make a 
significant social impact.

Parent Club
We deliver workshops for parents or caregivers to 
educate them on the importance of nurturing and 
creating the habit of reading in their children at home 
so they can become the child’s first teacher. 

Christmas Celebration
In December, we organize an event to bring together 
families and share a special afternoon to celebrate 
Christmas together. Thanks to donors, we can provide 
each child with a Christmas gift.



9

World Literacy Foundation is a global non-profit working in the United States, Colombia, Australia, United Kingdom, and Africa. 

Worldwide Literacy Programs 
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World Literacy Foundation
501 (c) 3 EIN 46-1201100
www.worldliteracyfoundation.org
info@worldliteracyfoundation.org

Aprende Leyendo
Tax Number: 00000901239830 – 2 
Registration Number: 0090055212
www.aprendeleyendo.com

Contact Us

hola@aprendeleyendo.comFollow Us!

https://www.facebook.com/aprendeleyendocol
https://www.instagram.com/aprendeleyendo/

